
PVMS
Electives Night

 
Rising 7th & 8th Grade 

SY 2024-2025



Tonight’s Goals…

1. Identify and describe elective courses offerings
2. Discuss the impact of taking high school credit 

courses in middle school
3. Identify and apply strategies to help your student 

select appropriate courses.
4. Review dates, directions,  and materials to assist with 

elective registration.



Introductions

1. Danializ Arbelo, Hispanic Liaison
2. Interpreters
3. Jamie Kim, 6th grade school counselor
4. Jamie Glover, 7th grade school counselor
5. Jill Pezza, Data Clerk
6. Carol Ketterman, Assistant Principal



Course 1 (teacher rec.) English

Course 2 (teacher rec.) Mathematics

Course 3 (teacher rec.) Science

Course 4 (teacher rec.) Social Studies

Course 5 (MS rec.) Physical Education (x2)/Health/Tech (quarterly)

Course 6- Fine Art
(Student/Parent selection)

Dance                 Theater
Band                   General Music
Chorus                Art
Orchestra

Course 7- Elective 
(Student/Parent selection)

or
Intervention* (teacher rec.)

* ESOL, Math, Reading

Readers’ Writers’ Workshop
Exploring Computer Science
Foundations of technology
French
Spanish
Chinese*



All students are enrolled in 7, 50-minute classes four days a week. 

One day a week students follow an alternate schedule that includes 
a 30-minute SEL period and 7, 46-minute classes.



Middle School Courses
1. Art 1 (7th/8th) and 2 (8th)
2. Theatre 1 (7th/8th) and 2 (8th) 
3. Dance 1 (7th/8th) and 2 (8th)
4. General Music
5. Band
6. Chorus
7. Orchestra
8. Readers’ Writers’ Workshop (7th/8th)

High School Courses in MS
1. French 1  (7th/8th)
2. French 2 (8th)
3. Spanish 1 (7th/8th)
4. Spanish 2 (8th)
5. Foundations of Technology (7th/8th)
6. Exploring Computer Science (7th/8th)













Fine Arts Performance Electives
Before deciding to join band, dance, chorus or orchestra, students and parents should be 
aware of the following:

● These classes require a time commitment as well as a financial commitment. Joining the 
class does not guarantee that students will be able to play their first choice of instrument, or 
that an instrument will be provided by the school.  Students are asked to obtain an 
instrument as well as necessary supplies and materials that may need to be replenished 
throughout the year.  

● While we do provide instruments to students in need, the number of these instruments are 
limited and student instrument choice may be limited to what is available.  

● There are after-school rehearsals and concerts that are required and graded as part of 
performing arts classes.  Additionally, students are expected to practice at home regularly 
and show responsibility for transporting their instrument to and from school.

● Sectionals are a graded component of band and orchestra.  Students are scheduled for 
sectionals approximately once every other week and must make up work from their other 
class when attending a sectional.

● Individual and group performance is a regular and graded component of this course.



Fine Arts Performance Electives Contacts

Band: Mr. Bickham, Brandon_Bickham@hcpss.org  

Chorus: Ms. Dawn Francis, Dawn_Francis@hcpss.org 

Dance: Ms. Erin Gum, Erin_Gum@hcpss.org 

Orchestra: Ms. Lentz, Anna_Lentz@hcpss.org

mailto:Brandon_Bickham@hcpss.org
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What does it mean to be enrolled in a high school 
credit course in middle school?

Students and families should know:

1. Content presented is high school material
2. Students will need to earn a final grade for the course that is passing 

to earn credit high school credit. (Policy 8020)-               average D 
must be 0.75 or greater for credit to be awarded.

3. The midterm assessment will be included in 2nd quarter grades
4. The final assessment will be included in 4th quarter grades
5. Final grade for the course will appear on the high school transcript but 

WILL NOT be calculated into the high school GPA.

https://policy.hcpss.org/8000/8020/


CTE High School 
Courses in Middle 
School
Foundations of 
Technology

Exploring Computer 
Science



Units of Study
● Inventions and Innovations
● Engineering Design
● The Designed World: Energy & Power, Manufacturing, 

Construction,Information, Agriculture, 
Communication

● Systems Engineering
● Computer Aided Design (CAD)

Foundations of technology



Units of Study
● Problem Solving and Computing
● Interactive Animation and Games
● Web Development
● Data Analysis and Encoding
● App Development
● Physical Computing with Circuit Playground

Exploring computer science



Advantages 0f ECS & FOT 
In Middle School

● Graduation Requirement
● Continues Engineering & Computer Science Studies
● Allows more elective options in high school
● Can Begin Computer Programming Career Academy in 9th grade
● complements PLTW/ Engineering Career Academy studies 

■  ALL  university Engr programs include computer science







World Language 
High School Courses 
in Middle School
Spanish 1 & 2
French 1 & 2
Chinese 1* & 2* 
*Not offered at PVMS



WL Options at PVMS



How can I help my student select the 
elective that is best?

1. Talk- 

What are their 
interests and personal 
goals?



How can I help my student select the 
elective that is best?

2. Think- 

What are your 
student’s strengths 
and challenges? 



How can I help my student select the 
elective that is best?

3. Ask- 

Can my student 
handle a high school 
credit course as a 
middle school 
student?



How can I help my student select the 
elective that is best?

4. Plan- 

What will I do as a 
family to support my 
student next year in 
their school success?



Registration Window for 
Rising 7th and 8th Grade Electives

● OPENS   February 1, 2024 
● CLOSES February 14, 2024
● Families OR students may register for 

rising 7th and 8th grade electives



HCPSS Video

● The HCPSS video for 
electives can be found at 
https://hcpss.instructurem
edia.com/embed/7afb16
02-8529-4238-b277-16b03
a7f9683 

● This was shown to all 6th 
and 7th grade students in 
Flex time on Monday.

https://hcpss.instructuremedia.com/embed/7afb1602-8529-4238-b277-16b03a7f9683
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Registration Directions 

● https://hcpss.instructuremedia.com/em
bed/7afb1602-8529-4238-b277-16b03a7f
9683

● https://www.hcpss.org/connect/guides/
● Online Course Requests – Rising 6th to 

8th Grade Students

https://hcpss.instructuremedia.com/embed/7afb1602-8529-4238-b277-16b03a7f9683
https://hcpss.instructuremedia.com/embed/7afb1602-8529-4238-b277-16b03a7f9683
https://hcpss.instructuremedia.com/embed/7afb1602-8529-4238-b277-16b03a7f9683
https://www.hcpss.org/connect/guides/
https://www.hcpss.org/f/connect/hcpss-connect-online-course-requests-6th-8th.pdf
https://www.hcpss.org/f/connect/hcpss-connect-online-course-requests-6th-8th.pdf
https://hcpss.instructuremedia.com/embed/7afb1602-8529-4238-b277-16b03a7f9683


Register Tonight! 

We have a paper forms to 
complete tonight.  

Note- There is a separate form for 
rising 7th and rising 8th grade 
students.



Additional questions?
● Please contact your school counselor:                                                                   

○ Jamie Kim- jamie_kim@hcpss.org                                            
Grade 6

○ Jamie Glover- jamie_glover@hcpss.org                                                                               
Grade 7
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